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confined in prison at the time of his death. Lindw, 278. By Can. 68. If the minister refuse to bury any corpse, except (by the rubric in the Book of Common Prayer) the party deceased were denounced excommunicate by the greater excommunication, for some grievous and notorious crime, and no man be able to testify his repentance ; he shall be suspended by the Bishop from his ministry for the space of three months.
Can. 68. No minister shall refuse or delay, to bury any corpse that is brought to the church or church yard (convenient warning being given him thereof before) in ' such manner and form as is prescribed in the Book of Common Prayer. And if he shall refuse so to do, except the party deceased were denounced excommunicated, majori excommunicatione, for some grievous and notorious crime, and no man able to testify of his repentance; he shall be suspended by the Bishop of the diocese from his ministry, by the space of three months. But by the rubric before the office for burial of the dead, the said office likewise shall not be used for any that die unbap-tized, or that have laid violent hands upon themselves. The proper judges, whether persons who died by their own hands were out of their senses are, doubtless, the coroner's jury. The minister of the parish has no authority to be present at viewing the body, or to summon or examine witnesses. And therefore he is neither entitled, nor able to judge in the affair; but may well acquiesce in thf public determination without making any private inquiry. Indeed, were he to make one, the opinion which he might form from thence, could usually be grounded only on common discourse and bare assertion. And it cannot be justifiable to act upon these in contradiction to the decision of a jury after hearing witnesses upon oath. And though there may be reason to suppose, that the coroner's jury are frequently favourable in their judgment, in consideration of the circumstances of the deceased's family with respect to the forfeiture ; and their verdict is in its own nature traversable : yet the burial may not be delayed, until that matter upon trial shall finally be determined. But on acquittal of the crime of self-murder by the coroner's jury, the body in that case not being demanded by the law, it seems that the